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credit for a single pure truth or lofty thought of God. If
to-day we thought of Zarathushtra as the author of the
Vendidad, and knew as little as Wilson did of the Gathas, we
should say nearly the same. We do not come to the study
of other religions in the spirit which prevailed in those days.
Comparative Science has forced us to read documents with
impartial diligence, to understand them rather than to refute
them. And the Christian Religion, which is always bringing
out of its treasuiy things new as well as olds has reiterated its
testimony that God never left Himself without witness; and
men recognize that once more Science and Religion can agree.
There are few Christian thinkers now who would grudge the
title of Prophet to the author of the Gathas. But neither
Science nor Religion consents to trace a Prophet's hand in
the Vendidad, It is not necessary to condemn outright with
Wilson's fervour a book such as priests have composed, and
love to compose, in every country. But the writer frankly
admits that even if as a philologist he had ploughed up this
prairie to collect Aryan roots, much as members of his craft
may study the Iguvine Tables, or even the Brahmanas, he
would never have been likely to turn from such study to
inquire into Avestan religion. The Gathas were the com-
pelling motive; and it is on the Gathas that he bases his
optimist estimate of the heritage of Zarathushtra. In Wilson's
day it was hardly possible to read the Gathas so as to appre-
ciate their religious value. If they were a sealed book to so
good a scholar as Wilson, they were still more so to the great
majority of the Parsis. In spite of all that has been done in
the last two generations to clear up their meaning, it cannot
be said that the Parsis even now have any familiarity with
the Hymns which in theory stand at the centre of their
religion. Even if accurately translated, they are highly
elusive; and the shallow easiness of the Later Avesta assures
it of an unchallenged supremacy in practice. The people
collectively worship the Gathas, but it is the Vendidad that
makes their religion. Probitas laudatur et alget; Zarathushtra
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